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WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL held on 
Wednesday 22 February 2023 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Campus East, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 6AE. 

 
PRESENT: Councillors B. Fitzsimon (Chairman) 

G. Ganney (Vice-Chairman) 
 

  M. Birleson, S. Bonfante, J. Bond, J. Boulton,  
S. Boulton, J. Broach, L. Chesterman, J. Cragg,  
L. Crofton, A. Hellyer, M. Holloway, D. Jones,  
C. Juggins, S. Kasumu, T. Kingsbury, J. Lake,  
F. Marsh, S. McNamara, G. Michaelides,  
T. Mitchinson, G. Moore, L. Musk, N. Pace, D. Panter, 
R. Platt, J. Quinton, J. Ranshaw, D. Richardson,  
T. Rowse, B. Sarson, J.P. Skoczylas, P. Shah,  
M. Siewniak, P. Smith, C. Stanbury, F. Thomson,  
K. Thorpe, T. Travell, R. Trigg, S. Tunstall,  
F. Wachuku, J. Weston, and P. Zukowskyj. 

 
OFFICIALS 
PRESENT: 

Chief Executive (K. Ng) 
Executive Director - Finance and Transformation (R. Baker) 
Executive Director - Place (C. Barnes) 
Service Director - Resident and Neighbourhood (S. McDaid) 
Service Director - Property Maintenance and Climate Change (I. Hancock) 
Acting Assistant Director - Legal and Governance (S. Saunders) 
Senior Democratic Services Officer (C. Francis) 

 
 
48. MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 1 February 2023 were not approved as it 
was noted that three members who weren’t present at the meeting had been 
listed as voting. 
 
These minutes will be amended and submitted for approved at the next Full 
Council meeting. 
 

49. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors L. Brandon, R. Lass, and 
S. Thusu. 
 

50. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS 
 

Councillors J. Bond, S. Boulton, T. Kingsbury, F. Thomson, and P. Zukowskyj 
each declared non-pecuniary interests in items on the agenda as appropriate as 
Members of Hertfordshire County Council. 
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51. COUNCIL TAX SETTING 2023/24 
 

Report of the Executive Director (Finance and Transformation) on setting the 
Council Tax for 2023/24. 
 
The Council approved the 2023/24 budget at its meeting on 1 February 2023 
and the purpose of the report is to set the Council tax for 2023/24. 
 
The Borough precept amounts to £12,153,926. The County Council precept, 
which was agreed yesterday, is £70,434,331. The Police and Crime 
Commissioners precept is £10,440,369. Finally, the Parish and Town Council 
precepts add a further £2,031,154 which is 7%. These additional precepts are 
areas over which the council has no control as they are determined by the other 
authorities. Therefore, the Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council proportion is under 
13% of the whole. Although, the Borough Council must collect the whole and 
then pass on over 87% of that collected. 
 
The 2023/24 Local Government Finance Settlement was announced in February 
this year and does not alter the budget that was approved. The council will 
increase the average Band D Council Tax, excluding Parish and Town Council 
precepts, by £6.66, to £230.76 for 2023/24 which is 2.97%. Members will also be 
aware that the Council Tax increase does not reach the level where a 
referendum is required.  
 
The recommendations in the report are, firstly, that the approved 2023/24 budget 
be noted. Secondly, that the gross tax base for 2023/24 is 44,131.8 and that the 
figure of 43,867.1 is the amount calculated by the council in accordance with 
Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities Calculation of Council Tax Base England 
Regulation 2012 as its council tax base for the year 2023/24, including 
deductions for council tax support and a collection rate of 99.4%. 
 
The table at the top of page 4 of the report shows the tax base in each of the 
town and parish areas. Additionally, in accordance with statutory legislation, the 
Council is recommended to resolve items A-H on pages 4 and 5 of the report. 
noted that for the year 2023/24. The major precepting authorities, Hertfordshire 
County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Hertfordshire, have 
stated the amounts in precepts issued to the council and are shown in the table 
at the bottom of page 5 and top of page 6 of the report. Additionally, the added 
parish precepts are shown in section 3 of the report. 
 
It was moved by Councillor S. Boulton and seconded by Councillor T. Kingsbury. 
 
Following debate, on being put to the meeting there voted: 
 

RESOLVED: 
(24 voting FOR and 21 AGAINST) 
 

Voting FOR: A. Hellyer, B. Fitzsimon, B. Sarson, C. Juggins,  
C. Stanbury, D. Richardson, F. Thomson, F. Wachuku, G. Ganney,  
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G. Michaelides, J. Bond, J. Lake, J. Boulton, J. Cragg, N. Pace, P. Smith, 
R. Trigg, S. Kasumu, S. Tunstall, S. Boulton, S. McNamara, T. Travell,  
T. Mitchinson, and T. Kingsbury.  
 
Voting AGAINST: D. Panter, D. Jones, F. Marsh, G. Moore, J. Broach,  
J. Quinton, J. Ranshaw, J.P. Skoczylas, J. Weston, K. Thorpe, L. Crofton, 
L. Musk, L. Chesterman, M. Birleson, M. Holloway, M. Siewniak, P. Shah, 
P. Zukowskyj, R. Platt, S. Bonfante, and T. Rowse. 

 
1) That it be noted that the 2023/24 General Fund budget as approved by the 

Council meeting on 1 February is shown in Appendix A of the report. 
 

2) That it be noted that at the following amounts for the year 2023/24 were 
agreed in accordance with regulations made under Section 31B of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, as amended (the “Act”).  
 

a) The gross 2023/24 Tax base for the Borough is 44,131.8 equivalent Band 
D properties before the application of a collection rate. 

b) 43,867.1 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with 
Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) 
(England) Regulations 2012 (the Regulations), as its Council Tax Base for 
the year 2023/24; including deductions for council tax support and a 
collection rate of 99.4%. 

c) Part of the Council's Area being the amounts calculated by the Council, in 
accordance with Regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amounts of its 
Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to 
which one or more special items relate; 

  
100% 

TAXBASE 
99.40% 

TAXBASE 

Ayot St Lawrence 68.6 68.2 

Ayot St Peter 110.8 110.1 

Essendon 438.7 436.1 

Hatfield 12,463.3 12,388.5 

North Mymms 4,458.1 4,431.4 

Northaw and Cuffley 3,121.4 3,102.7 

Welwyn 4,796.5 4,767.7 

Welwyn Garden City 18,054.8 17,946.5 

Woolmer Green 619.6 615.9 

Total 44,131.8 43,867.1 

 
3) In accordance with the statutory legislation the Council is recommended to 

resolve: 
 
That the following amounts be calculated by the Council for the year 2023/24 
in accordance with sections 31 - 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992.   
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a) £152,164,876 being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council 

estimates for the items set out in Section 31A(2) of the Act, taking into 
account all precepts issued to it by Parish Councils. 

b) £140,010,950 being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council 
estimates for the items set out in Section 31A(3) of the Act. 

c) £12,153,926 being the amount by which the aggregate at 2.4(a) above 
exceeds the aggregate at 2.4(b) above, calculated by the Council in 
accordance with Section 31A(4) of the Act as its Council Tax requirement 
for the year. 

d) £277.06 being the amount at 2.4(c) above, all divided by the Council tax 
base at 2.2(b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 
31B of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year. 

e) £2,654,871 being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in 
Section 34(1) of the Act. 

f) £216.54 being the amount at 2.4(d) above less the result given by dividing 
the amount at 2.4(e) by 2.2(b) above, calculated by the Council, in 
accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its 
Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no 
special item relates. 

g) Part of the Council's area: 

 Being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 2.4(f) above the 
amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in those parts of 
the Council's area mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at 
2.2(c) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 34 (3) 
of the Act, as the basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings 
in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate. 

  Band D Amount (£) 

Ayot St Lawrence              228.27  

Ayot St Peter 248.33 

Essendon 322.12 

Hatfield 307.92 

North Mymms 263.73 

Northaw & Cuffley 307.88 

Welwyn 321.41 

Welwyn Garden City 241.68 

Woolmer Green 263.36 

 
h) Part of the Council’s Area: 

Amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 2.4(g) above by the number 
which, in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to 
dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which 
in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as 
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the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories 
of dwellings listed in different valuation bands. 
 

Valuation Bands (£) 
Band 

A 
Band 

B 
Band 

C 
Band 

D 
Band 

E 
Band 

F 
Band 

G 
Band 

H 

Ayot St Lawrence 152.18 

 

177.54 

 

202.91 

 

228.27 

 

279.00 

 

329.72 

 

380.45 

 

456.54 

 
Ayot St Peter 165.55 

 

193.15 

 

220.74 

 

248.33 

 

303.51 

 

358.70 

 

413.88 

 

496.66 

 
Essendon 214.75 

 

250.54 

 

286.33 

 

322.12 

 

393.70 

 

465.28 

 

536.87 

 

644.24 

 
Hatfield 205.28 

 

239.49 

 

273.71 

 

307.92 

 

376.35 

 

444.77 

 

513.20 

 

615.84 

 
North Mymms 175.82 

 

205.12 

 

234.43 

 

263.73 

 

322.34 

 

380.94 

 

439.55 

 

527.46 

 
Northaw & Cuffley 205.25 

 

239.46 

 

273.67 

 

307.88 

 

376.30 

 

444.72 

 

513.13 

 

615.76 

 
Welwyn 214.27 

 

249.99 

 

285.70 

 

321.41 

 

392.83 

 

464.26 

 

535.68 

 

642.82 

 
Welwyn Garden City 161.12 

 

187.97 

 

214.83 

 

241.68 

 

295.39 

 

349.09 

 

402.80 

 

483.36 

 
Woolmer Green 175.57 

 

204.84 

 

234.10 

 

263.36 

 

321.88 

 

380.41 

 

438.93 

 

526.72 

  

4) That it be noted that for the year 2023/24 the major precepting authorities, 
Hertfordshire County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Hertfordshire have stated the amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in 
accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Act 1992, for each of 
the categories of dwellings in the Council’s area as indicated in the following 
tables. 
 

Hertfordshire County Council (£) 

  

Band  

A 

Band  

B 

Band  

C 

Band 

D 

Band  

E 

Band  

F 

Band  

G 

Band  

H 

Ayot St Lawrence 1,070.42  1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

Ayot St Peter 1,070.42  1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

Essendon 1,070.42 1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

Hatfield 1,070.42  1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

North Mymms 1,070.42  1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

Northaw & Cuffley 1,070.42  1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

Welwyn 1,070.42  1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

Welwyn Garden City 1,070.42  1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

Woolmer Green 1,070.42  1,248.82 1,427.23 1,605.63 1,962.44 2,319.25 2,676.05 3,211.26 

  
 

      

Police and Crime Commissioner for Hertfordshire (£) 

  Band A Band B Band C Band D Band E 

Band  

F Band G Band H 

Ayot St Lawrence 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 

Ayot St Peter 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 

Essendon 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 

Hatfield 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 

North Mymms 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 
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Northaw & Cuffley 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 

Welwyn 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 

Welwyn Garden City 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 

Woolmer Green 158.67 185.11 211.56 238.00 290.89 343.78 396.67 476.00 

 
5) That having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 2.4(h) 

and 2.5 (a) and (b) above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30 and 36 
of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the aggregate 
amounts shown in the tables below as the amounts of Council Tax for 
2023/24 for each part of its area and for each category of dwellings. 
 

Part of the Council's Area (£) 

 

  
Band 

A 
Band 

B 
Band 

C 
Band 

D 
Band 

E 
Band  

F 
Band 

G 
Band 

H  

Ayot St Lawrence 1,381.27 

 

1,611.47 

 

1,841.70 

 

2,071.90 

 

2,532.33 

 

2,992.75 

 

3,453.17 

 

4,143.80 

 
 

Ayot St Peter 1,394.64 

 

1,627.08 

 

1,859.53 

 

2,091.96 

 

2,556.84 

 

3,021.73 

 

3,486.60 

 

4,183.92 

 
 

Essendon 1,443.84 

 

1,684.47 

 

1,925.12 

 

2,165.75 

 

2,647.03 

 

3,128.31 

 

3,609.59 

 

4,331.50 

 
 

Hatfield 1,434.37 

 

1,673.42 

 

1,912.50 

 

2,151.55 

 

2,629.68 

 

3,107.80 

 

3,585.92 

 

4,303.10 

 
 

North Mymms 1,404.91 

 

1,639.05 

 

1,873.22 

 

2,107.36 

 

2,575.67 

 

3,043.97 

 

3,512.27 

 

4,214.72 

 
 

Northaw & Cuffley 1,434.34 

 

1,673.39 

 

1,912.46 

 

2,151.51 

 

2,629.63 

 

3,107.75 

 

3,585.85 

 

4,302.02 

 
 

Welwyn 1,443.36 

 

1,683.92 

 

1,924.49 

 

2,165.04 

 

2,646.16 

 

3,127.29 

 

3,608.40 

 

4,330.08 

 
 

Welwyn Garden City 1,390.21 

 

1,621.90 

 

1,853.62 

 

2,085.31 

 

2,548.72 

 

3,012.12 

 

3,475.52 

 

4,170.62 

 
 

Woolmer Green 1,404.66 

 

1,638.77 

 

1,872.89 

 

2,106.99 

 

2,575.21 

 

3,043.44 

 

3,511.65 

 

4,213.98 

 
 

 
 

 
Meeting ended at 7:47pm 
CF 
 

 


